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CURRENT STATUS OF MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION 

IN NEW YORK 

By: Martin J. Rothschild, J.D. 

About one year ago, it seemed that 

an expansive bill legalizing recrea-

tional marijuana growing, distribu-

tion, selling and possession was des-

tined for State congressional passage. The  law would have 

created a substantial marijuana industry with incentives for 

minority businesses, and pardons for those previously con-

victed of cannabis related crimes. North Country farmers 

looked forward to a new and highly profitable cash crop, and 

those seeking to sell pot and open marijuana cafes saw a 

great opportunity to cash in. 

11 States have legalized recreational 

marijuana, and last year it seemed 

that New York would become the 

12th. Gov. Cuomo supported the bill 

and attempted to have it included in 

the 2019-2020 budget. However 

passage was hindered by disagreements over several 

matters, including how retail sales should be handled, wheth-

er to allow counties to opt out of retail sales, and whether to 

allow home grown plants, along with other issues.1 

New York, unlike many of the states that have legalized mari-

juana, doesn’t have a mandate from the public. Most States 



which have legalized recreational marijuana have 

done so by public referendum, rather than by leg-

islation. Nonetheless, polls have shown that a ma-

jority of New Yorkers favor legalization.2 It is cer-

tain there will be another attempt to pass a bill. 

Bills will be introduced in both the state Assembly 

and Senate. Both houses are controlled by Demo-

crats. 

 The current “three tier” model used by the alcohol industry, which separates manufac-

turing, wholesaling and retailing in most cases has been proposed for New York.3 Last 

year’s proposal would also have allowed adults to possess up to 6 plants for personal 

use, but not for sale without a license..4 Nonetheless as it turns out, marijuana growing 

is not easy and requires an energy intensive process. 

New York decriminalized, as opposed to legalized, recreational marijuana this year. This 

means that the penalties for possession are dramatically lowered, and  records on past 

low level convictions are cleared. 
 800,000 criminal possession cases in New York -- in-

volving up to 500,000 people -- would have their records “sealed”, as opposed to literal-

ly expunged. However, using recreational marijuana is still illegal, and growing and sell-

ing it can result in major penalties.5  

CBD, a cannabinoid which does not include the psy-

chotropic ingredient THC., is legal in N.Y. Everywhere 

from supermarkets to coffee shops, CBD pills, tinc-

tures, candies, coffees and other consumable items 

are available for purchase. However there are no sci-

entifically controlled double blind studies confirming 

proper dosages for THC, and the purity and quality of 

products currently on the market is not regulated by the FDA. New York’s Agriculture 

and Markets Department recently sent an advisory letter stating that it is not legal in the 

state to add CBD to food or drink.6The ruling, however, has not be consistently or evenly 

enforced. Nonetheless, legalization of marijuana and THC products for recreational use 

in New York is finally expected to occur in 2020. 



 

   HIGHLIGHTS OF COMMUNITY ARTS AND TALK EVENT HELD AT SALMON RUN MALL 

Ann-Marie leads the event 
Gabriella Duah wins first place in student artwork 

contest 

Young attendees have fun with face  painting  

Area students attend the event 

Demonstration of the dangerous effects of 

vaping on the lungs 

Law enforcement expert on marijuana 

gives cautionary talk 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more information  

Alliance for Better Communities 

315-788-4660 

167 Polk Street, Suite 320 

Watertown, NY 13601 

 

Aseefried-brown@pivot2health.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.allianceforbettercommunities.com 

Visit us on our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/

allianceforbettercommunities 

 

REFERENCES: 

1.Cazentre, D., Legal Weed? It’s dead in New York for this year, spons-

er says, NYup.com, June 2019, retrieved from:https://

www.newyorkupstate.com/news/2019/06/legal-weed-its-dead-in-new-

york-for-this-year-sponsor-says.html  

2.Jaeger, K., Majority of New Yorkers say marijuana should be legal-

ized, poll shows, Marijuana Moment, Oct. 2019, retrieved from:https://

www.marijuanamoment.net/majority-of-new-yorkers-say-marijuana-

should-be-legalized-poll-shows/  

3. Flamm, M.,Mom-and –Pops will need help from giants to 

flourish in marijuana trade, Crains New York Business, April 2019, 

retrieved from:https://www.crainsnewyork.com/features/mom-and-pops-

will-need-help-giants-flourish-cannabis-trade  

4. Caezntre, D., Home Grown marijuana in New York. Will it be legal?, 

NYup.com,  Mar. 2019, retrieved from:https://

www.newyorkupstate.com/news/2019/03/home-grown-marijuana-in-

new-york-will-it-be-legal.html  

5.Pollina, B.,Full Scale Cannabis Legalization Fails in New York, but 

Legislature Approves Significant Decriminalization Measures. 

Cannabis Law, June 2019,retrieved from: https://

www.cscannablog.com/2019/06/articles/cannabis/full-scale-

cannabis-legalization-fails-in-new-york-but-legislature-approves

-significant-decriminalization-measures/  

6. Cazentre, D., Is Edible CBD legal in N.Y.?The answer is no, 

bit is still a bit crazy, NYup.com, Sept 12, 2019,retrieved 

from:https://www.newyorkupstate.com/news/2019/09/is-edible-

cbd-legal-in-new-york-the-answer-is-no-but-its-still-a-bit-

hazy.html  

OCTOBER ALLIANCE MEETING 

   NEW CHARTER APPROVED 

Stephen Jennings re-elected Alliance Chair (shown with pics of Community Events art win-

ners) 
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