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The unique opioid buprenophine was approved by the FDA for
the treatment of opioid addiction in 2002. Suboxone is a com-
bination of buprenorphine, an opioid which produces less of

an effect than a full opioid like oxycodone, and naloxone, an
opioid blocker. Buprenorphine has numerous advantages over
methadone and naltrexone. It suppresses withdrawal symp-
toms and cravings for opioids without causing euphoria. Fur-
thermore, it blocks the effects of other opioids for at least 24
hours. Suboxone produces a mildly pleasant sensation at best,
it prevents substance abusers from getting high from other
drugs, and taking extra suboxone does not usually get the pa-
tient high.’

Attorneys general from 35 states and the District of Columbia

joined in a lawsuit in September 2019 accusing the drug company Invdivior, a subsidiary of
Britain based Reckitt Benckiser Pharmaceuticals Inc., of attempting to extend its monopoly
over Suboxone. The goal of the company was to keep cheaper generic versions of the drug
off the market. Originally, the company released the drug in pill form, but later developed a
dissolvable film version which they claimed in advertising is “safer than the original tablet
form.” The lawsuit alleged that the advertising was deceptive and designed to discourage
use of tablets. In August 2019, the company discontinued the tablets and drove up prices on
the film. The patented film version allegedly prevented cheaper generic versions from being
/“ [N '7: “C;!Ei developed. Bottom line, the theory of the case was what is

"% \ /. fw’ “known as “product hopping”, that is, changing a product slightly
’\ Defective drugs to stop generic versions from coming to market.’
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Patients who did not have insurance had to pay about $500.00
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per month for the medication and required doctor’s vis-

its. Overall-all, prices varied around the country. Those

receiving medication assisted treatment for opioid abuse I N DIVIORM
had no alternatives. The plaintiffs in the lawsuit sought /‘ ;

to stop the company from anti-competitive practices and

to win a monetary award for people in recovery needing

Suboxone.’?

In addition to the civil lawsuit brought by the attorneys general, a criminal investigation was
initiated against Indivior, which Reckitt Benckiser Pharmaceuticals Inc. had spun off as a sub-
sidiary to market Suboxone, alleging illegal marketing of the drug. A Federal Grand Jury found
in April 2020 that Indivior marketed Suboxone Film to doctors claiming that it was less addic-
tive than other drugs which contain buprenorphine. The company was also charged with
setting up a fraudulent “Help Line” which directed opioid addicted callers to doctors who
were allegedly prescribing “high doses...in a careless and clinically unwarranted manner”.
Reckitt, the actual manufacturer of Suboxone film, was held liable for the acts of Indivior and
paid a record $1.4 billion to settle the probes into its operations. The company also agreed to
stop marketing Suboxone tablets supposedly because of concern about children being ex-
posed to them, although it was revealed that the primary reason was to delay the FDA’s ap-
proval of generic forms of the drug. The settlement was part of a non-prosecution agreement,
and Reckitt agreed not to manufacture, market, or sell Schedule |, Il, or Il controlled sub-
stances in the U.S. for three years. It also pledged to cooperate with further Suboxone investi-
gat'ions.4

Additionally, Reckitt was accused of causing false claims to be submitted to Medicaid which
resulted in improper expenditures of state Medicaid funds. An investigation into the company
was led by the National Association of Medicaid Fraud Units which included attorneys general
from California, Indiana, New York, Ohio, Virginia, Washington and other states.’
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" ernment and six states. The Federal Trade Com-

5@ mission will be paid $50 million. The settlement
g2 recalls the 2007 case where Purdue Pharma paid
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\ WA S600 million to resolve allegations it deceptively

marketed the opioid Oxycontin, and three of it’s

executives plead guilty to criminal misbranding.®
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OVERDOSE AWARENESS DAY CELEBRATED AT THE DRIVE-IN

(WITH KEVIN BACON AND JOHN TRAVOLOTA)

ANITA AND ANN MARIE SAFELY GREET ATTENDEES MOVIE NIGHT IN THE MIDST OF THE PAN-
DEMIC

Carolyn Siegmeister had a heart
larger than herself. Opiates took
her in March of 2013 at the age of
54 - | wasn't able to resuscitate
and she went to be with my dad
Eric (61) who passed away in
2005 from opiate-related
cirrhosis and in 2017 was joined
by her youngest son lan (25)
(carfentanil), nephew Billy (40)
(accidental exposure to
carfentanil while heroically
trying to save lan), and father-in-
law Clifford (102).

> New York
January 6, 2017

Safely Home | am home in
Heaven, dear ones Oh, so

\
happy and L % Father of two great

s @ 0 bright! There boys. Accidental

is a perfect joy and beauty . overdose of Heroin &
fentanyl.

In this everlasting light. All
the pain and grief is over
Every restless tossing
passed; | am now at peace
forever, Safely home in
Heaven at last

REMEMBERING LACEY RATHKE REMEMBERING JOHN WELLER
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MORE REMEMBERANCES:

Ashley was a beautiful mother
of 4, one of the kindest girls |
knew. Also one of the craziest.
She was also stubborn as hell
but it's what made us love her

even more. She battled with
addiction for 3 long years
before we lost her. Forever 23
years old. Gone but NEVER
forgotten beautiful @&
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REMEMBERING SARAH ELIZABETH BUNCE

1992 - December 1, 2018

Casey was the most caring
boy. He was always the first
to help-out a friend, he
would give you the last bit of
food or anything else he had.
He made you believe in
yourself...He was funny, hard
working kid. He is missed
very much. Casey you
touched so man) 'y people in
your very short life. You are
missed desperately every
minute of every day.

REMEMBERING KATIE LYNN RO- REMEMBERING MATTHEW ZANGHI REMEMBERING CASEY WILSON

DRIQUEZ



